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International Bureau. (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/ or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Attorney Lou Brucculeri, Reg. No. 38,834 on October 11, 2006. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 
1. (Currently Amended) 

at line 2: after "comprising the steps of insert — : — 
at line 3: delete "Determining" and insert - determining - 
at line 4: at the end of the line, delete "," and insert — ; — 
at line 5: delete "Examining" and insert — examining - 
at line 6: before "and" delete "," and insert — ; — 
at line 7: delete "Editing" and insert - editing - 
4. (Currently Amended) 

at line 3: before "texture references." delete "dependant" and insert - 
dependent - 

7. (Currently Amended) 

at line 3: after "comprising the steps of insert — : -- 
at line 5: before "pixels represented by" delete "a" 
at line 8: before "and" delete "," and insert — ; — 
10. (Currently Amended) 
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at line 3: before "texture references." delete "dependant" and insert - 
dependent - 

11. (Currently Amended) 

at line 3: after "a texture reference that is" delete "dependant" and insert 
- dependent - 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in claim 1 . steps oft 

determining whether an output buffer of said first node will comprise 
data that is similar to an input texture of said second node; 

examining each program line in said second node to determine if it 
negates the possibility of combining nodes; and 

editing program code to replace any first-node-texture references with a 
single pixel where a first-node-texture reference is a reference in the second 
node's code to a texture that would have been created by the first node. 

28. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing the method recited in claim 7. steps of: 

determining whether an output of the first fragment program represents 
relevant pixels that are the same pixels represented by an input of the second 
fragment program; 

examining each program line in said second program to determine if it 
negates the possibility of combining said two programs; and 
to determine if it negates the possibility of combining said two programs; and 

editing program code to replace at least one texture reference with a 
register reference. 

The following amendments to correct informalities (e.g., ungrammatical errors) 
in the Abstract have not been authorized by Applicant's Attorney: 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,773 
Art Unit: 2192 



Page 4 



In the Abstract: 

at line 1 : delete "Disclosed is as" and insert - A - 
at line 3: before "combined filter emerging from the combination 
spares" delete "The" and insert - A - 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-11 and 27-28 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

As submitted by Applicant, in his Remarks, pp. 6-7, filed August 9, 2006, 
the prior art of record, i.e., U.S. Patent No. 5,490,246 to Brotsky, taken alone 
or in combination, fails to teach or suggest the limitations as recited in 
independent claims 1,7, 27 and 28. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu A. Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The Examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - 
Friday from 7:05- 17:35. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's Supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (571) 272-3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ANTONY NGUYEN-BA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

October 11,2006 



